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Extra Points 


Autry blames himself, 
not Bears for failures 


Darnell Autry wasn't seeking revenge Sunday afternoon when the Bears 
traveled to Veterans Stadium to face the Philadelphia Eagles and their former 
running back. Northwestern'sall-time leading rusher blames himself for not hav- 
ing a more successful pro football career in Chicago. 

“1 put that on myself,” said Autry, a 1997 
fourth-round pick who was released after rush- 
ing for 319 yards and 1 TD on 112 carries as a 
Bears rookie. 

“Mentally I was not there. Physically Iwas not 
there. I wasn't what they wanted and what they 
expected. I understand that and I accept that. 
Had that not happened, I probably wouldn't be 
wherel'm at right now.” 

Where he is right now is starting at tailback for 
the Eagles. Autry was elevated when incumbent 
Duce Staley was lost for the season with a foot 
injury. It's a journey that started at the bottom 
rung of the depth chart in training camp when 
Autry returned to football after taking a two-year 
hiatus to pursue an acting career. He had signed 
with the Eagles in September of 1998 but soon 
quit football and headed to Hollywood. 

When his dreams of stardom never materialized, he returned to Chicago and 
worked asa bartender at the Cubby Bear lounge, a bouncer at the House of Blues 
and a waiter at Bennigan's. His low point in Hollywood came when he audi 
tioned for a role as a running back ona TV series and was told he didn't look like 
arunning back. “Somehow I didn't fit their profile of what a running back is sup- 
posed to look like,” he said. 

Autry is determined the Eagles don't feel the same way. As for his acting 
career, it can wait. “It's on hold for a while-until I get my goals accomplished that 
T want to accomplish in the NFL,” he said. 


Engram on the mend 

Bears receiver Bobby Engram's surgery to repair a torn anterior cruciate liga- 
ment in his right knee Oct. 12 was termed a success. “Bobby will do very well 
because of his work ethic” said Bears trainer Tim Bream. “We anticipate him to 
be back full speed around the end of May, first of June next year.” 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Putting things in perspective 

Bears defensive ends Phillip Daniels and Bryan Robinson recently went to 
Children’s Memorial Hospital to visit Eisenhower High School football player 
Rocky Clark, who was paralyzed after breaking three vertebrae in a Sept. 15 
game. Eddie Payton, the brother of the late Bears legend, also visited Clark later 
in the week. 

Daniels and Robinson asked Clark for advice. “This kid is lying in bed and 
can't move, and he says, ‘Be strong,” Robinson said. “That really touched me. 
Looking at him in the position he's in and I'm feeling sorry for myself because 
we're losing games, it all brings it down to the perspective that there's a lot of peo- 
ple out there than have it worse than I do. 

“We lose a game and think it’s the end of the world. But there are guys out 
there fighting for their lives. I know if I keep my head in this and work hard, it 


* will be all right becatise God has blessed me with my health. 


“This guy is hanging in there and my heart is with him. I told him I would 
dedicate every game I played for him, because he's a fighter.” 


Briefly ... 

The Bears re-signed offensive tackle Gannon Shepherd to the practice squad 
and released tight c end Shonn Bell. ... Running back Byron Hanspard and tight 
end Roderick Moore both worked out for the Bears last Tuesday, but neither 
played was signed. Hanspard was a second-round pick by Atlanta in 1997. 


‘No Bear Report next week 


The, next issue of Bear Report will be printed and mailed 
on Monday, Nov. 6 following the Bears-Colts game at 
Soldier Field. The Bears are off this week with a bye. 
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N THE SPOTLIGHT 


Jesse Kinch and Justin Frank, both of Liverpool, 
NY, purchased the ring from Perry earlier this 
month. Along with a detailed description of the item, 
their entry on e-Bay includes a dozen photos of the 
ring and the contract. 

Ne just asked him if he was interested in selling 
it," said Kinch, an accountant by trade who collects 
sports memorabilia as a hobby. “He was startled at 
first. He didn't think we were serious. But then my 
partner called him back, and after he had a chance to 
think about it, he said yeah. Then we made our offer 
and the rest is history.” 

Perry, who did not return phone calls for this story, 
apparently didn't have much of a sentimental attach- 
ment to the ring. “We didn't discuss anything like 
that,” Kinch said. 

Perry livesin Aiken, S.C, where he co-owns a con- 
struction business with his father-in-law. By recent 
accounts, he is not in dire need of financial assistance. 

“Honestly, 1 don't think he needed the money,” 
Kinch speculated. “I do know he's doing a lot of 


Improving McNabb is 
turning catcalls into 
cheers in Philadelphia 


Fridge sells Super Bowl ring 


Each member of the 1985 Chicago Bears valiantly 

blended talent, toughness, heart and determination to 

earn a Super Bowl ring. Thanks to William Perry, all it takes now 
is a computer, a few clicks of the mouse and a wad of cash. 
Believe it or not, the Fridge sold his Super Bow! ring for an 
undisclosed sum to a pair of sports memorabilia collectors who 
William Perry are now offering the one-of-a-kind item up for auction on e-Bay. 


appearances and things like that. I don't know why 
he did it. Only he knows why.” 

Kinch describes himself as a diehard Bears fan 
who first started following the team because of 
Walter Payton. Kinch has aia with Perry before 
‘on private autograph signings, but the chance to buy 
the Fridge’s Super Bowl ring is a unique ogpetsanity 

“T try to keep my personal beliefs out iness,” 
Kinch said, “but it is a once ina lifetime thing and I'm 
glad Thad a chance to hold it.” 

The latest bid as of Sunday night was $12,100. 
Bidding ends Oct. 26. The entry reveals that the 10 
karat solid gold ring is studded with 26 diamonds 
around the border and 14 bigger diamonds in the 
center including 13 that form the Bears’ “C.” It is the 
largest Super Bowl ring ever made and includes an. 
inscriy of Perry's name, the score of Super Bowl 


XX, a Bears’ helmet, the club's 18-1 record, and the 
Vince Lombardi Trophy. On the face of the ring is the 
inscription, “Chicago Bears World Champions 1985.” 

~ Larry Mayer 


If Bears’ quarterback Cade 
McNown feels he's being treated 
unfairly by Chicago fans and their 
incessant booing, he should com: 
pare notes with another quarter- 
back from the 1999 first-round 
draft class. 

Chicago. native Donovan 
McNabb of the Eagles was booed 
the instant he was drafted by 
Philadelphia fans who were 
angry their team didn't select run- 
ning back Ricky Williams. 

The only difference is that 
McNabb has turned those catcalls 
into cheers. Entering Sunday's 
game against the Bears, the for- 


7 THEY SAID IT 


mer Mount Carmel star had 
seven touchdown passes and 
three interceptions with an 89.6 
passer rating in his previous four 
games. McNown's rating over the 
same span was 68.0. 

“It's just staying balanced,” 
McNabb said of his key to success. 
“You're going to have some times 
when you have to suffer through 
adversity. If you continue to keep 
your head up and stay focused on 
what you have to do and have 
confidence in your ability, you 
will be able to change things 


around.” 
~ Larry Mayer 


of what he’s capable of 


- 


i think Mike Brown has just 
scratched the tip of the iceberg 


accomplished. Honestly, the — 
sky’s the limit on Mike. 


Defensive coordinator Greg 
Blache on rookie free safety — 
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HUMBLE PIE: Brian Urlacher has 
emerged as a star in the making, but 
he remains a work in progress. — 


STATUS QUO: James Allen rushed 


for 87 yards but the Bears failed to 
score a TD in a loss at Philadelphia. 
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BEARS ARE BETTER: Despite a 1-7 
start, Dick Jauron is convinced the 
Bears are better than last season. 


5 Happy ‘returns: Glyn Milbum and the 
Bears look forward to a more prosperous sec- 
ond half of the season. 

Cover photo by Steve Woltmann 


FEATURES 


4. Getting their kicks: The Bears placed 
punter Brent Bartholomew on injured reserve 
with knee tendinitis and signed Louie Aguiar. 


6-8 Copying the Colts: The Bears will get 
‘an upclose look at a team they'd like to pattern 
themselves after when the Indianapolis Colts 
visit Soldier Field Nov. 5. 


4 9 Memory lane: An early Rick Casares fum- 
ble was aboutall that went wrong for the Bears. 
ina 1962 rout of the Baltimore Colts. 
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Crunch course 


Bears defenders Bryan Robinson (98) and Brian Urlacher (54) team up to 
drop ‘quarterback Donovan McNabb in Sunday’s 13-9 loss to the Eagles. 
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Bartholomew done for year 


Punter placed on injured reserve with ailing knee 


“ Photo by Steve Woltmann 
The Bears like Brent Bartholomew’s 
leg strength, but a knee injury pre- 
vented him from punting for distance. 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


The Bears didn't give Brent Bartholomew 
the boot, but he's still done punting for this sea- 
son. 

The 24-year-old was placed on injured 
reserve last Wednesday with tendinitis in his 
right knee. The soreness he continues to expe- 
rience is related to major reconstructive surgery 
he had last year to repair a torn anterior cruci- 
ate ligament sustained when he played for the 
Miami Dolphins. 

Taking Bartholomew's place will be Louie 
Aguiar, a 10-year yeteran who wona four-way 
punting derby with Mike Horan, Aron 
Langley and Rick Tuten last Tuesday at Halas: 
Hall. 

Aguiar, 34, has averaged 41.4 yards on 706 
career punts with the New York Jets (1991-93), 
Kansas City Chiefs (1994-98) and Green Bay 
Packers (1999). He was released this summer 
in training camp by the St. Louis Rams, 

Bartholomew ends his season ranked 29th 
in the NFL with a365-yard gross average on 44 
punts. He won a training camp competition 
with Langley for the job primarily because of 
his leg strength, but he was never able to punt 
for distance because of the nagging injury. 
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“Brent had some problems with the knee, 
particularly in the last three weeks,” said Bears 
head eu Dick Jauron. “It was the cartilage, 
from what I understand, under the kneecap 
and it just kept getting more and more sore. 
This way we'll let him heal up. If it doesn't feel 
better in a week or so, they'll probably take a 
scope and go in and look at it.” 

Bartholomew was acquired by the Bears in 
a draft day trade with the Miami Dolphins in 
exchange for a seventh-round pick. His top 
performance of the season came in a Week 3 
loss to the New York Giants when he averaged 
433 yards on seven punts. In what would be 
his final game of the year, Bartholomew aver- 
aged just 34.6 yards on seven punts in a Week 
7 loss to the Minnesota Vikings. 

“He wasn't in agony, but he was punting in 
pain at times,” Jauron said. “It also affected his 
practice time-the quantity of kicks and the 
quality of them, It started to affect everything. 
It started to affect his swing. He wouldn't 
swing through the ball as hard as he needed to 
to get the distance he needed to get.” 

Bartholomew was acquired after the Bears 
opted not to re-sign free agent Todd Sauerbrun. 
Sauerbrun averaged 40.9 yards on 85 punts in 


1999 after rebounding from the same knee . 


injury that Bartholomew sustained last season. 
Bartholomew was hurt in the second game of 
his rookie season while trying to tackle former 
Ohio State teammate David Boston of the 
Arizona Cardinals on a punt return. 

“It’s the same thing that Todd went through 
last year,” said Bears special teams coach Keith 
Armstrong. “When guys come off knee sur- 
gery, it's going to take a while, They get frus- 
trated because they can't bounce back quite as 
quick and they don't have the snap into the ball 
because of nerve damage or whatever because 
of the operation. But he'll recover. I think he still 
has a chance to be a good punter.” 


Bears job just gravy 
for cancer survivor 


job with the Bears is 
ievement of Louie 


The 10-year NFL ones cae 
cancer two years agow! 
Kansas City Chiefs. Aon huey 
remove a cancerous left testicle on March 
1998 and underwent 15 radiation Jane 
He has not experienced any further problems. 
vifbenite arc wan dicoumee suite 
was seven months pregnant with the couple's 
segibeais Pieler om 
a budding according to his proud 
father: Having Cody see him play inthe NFL 
is now a driving motivating force for Aguiar, 
whose perspective on life and football 
| dramatically because of the illness, 
“4 didn't know how bad it was or how 
long 1 was going to live,” Aguiar said. “I fig: 4 
aeHEELy anivarer If don't its no big 
seal New ay agate havea 
ee what I've gone 
the cancer” 
ron no 
oo ackers last season. 
Ironically, he lost his job when Josh Bidwell 
made a successful return this year from testic- 
ular cancer, Other pro athletes who've suf- 
Beata a Tee vee ane 
cyclist Lance _ baseball player John. 
Kruk and skater Hamilton. 
they now ey anti 
Aguiar can'thelp but root for Bidwell, 
“Its a wonderful A amie you see 
said. “Seeing 


ee oe 
acon rain ait ezone se 
= Larry Mayer 


Poor conditions won’t faze 
Bears’ new veteran punter 


Given the life-threatening medical prob- 
lems he's endured, Louie Aguiar doesn't fig- 
ure to be too intimidated by the wicked 
weather and even worse field conditions at 
Soldier Field. 

A directional specialist, Aguiar has punt- 
ed in two regular season in Chicago, 
once for the New York Jets in 1991 and again 
last season when he was a member of the 


Green Bay Packers. 
“You know it's going to be windy and 
there's nothing you can do about it,” he said. 


“You've just got to go out and hang onto the 
ball, concentrate, and kick the ball. That's all 
you can do. If you Jet the wind get in your 
head, you're dead. I've seen that happen.” 
Aguiar won the Bears' job after a four- 
punter tryout last Tuesday that included vet- 
erans Mike Horan and Rick Tuten and first- 
year player Aron Langley. Horan, now 41, 
averaged 41.3 yards on 64 punts for the Bears 
in 1998 after Todd Sauerbrun suffered a sea- 


-Louie Aguiar 
Weather won't be 
intimidating factor 


son-ending knee injury. a. ‘wasintrain- 
ing camp with the Ben Bears this summer. 

“T think we all felt ( (Aguiar) was the best 
choice out of all of them,” said Bears coach 
Dick Jauron. “I would say it was close and he 
was the winner.” 

Aguiar will double as the Bears’ holder on 
field goals ahd punts, something he's done 
his entire career. Rookie kicker Paul 
who's made 6 of 10 field goal attempts this 
season, doesn't anticipate any problems 
adjusting. 

“Not at all. He's been in the league for 10 
years and he's been holding the whole time,” 
Edinger said. “I don't see any problems. He 
put it down exactly how I want it the first 
time (in practice). He knows what to do.” 

— Larry Mayer 
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“Just as the fans and other 
people have an expectation, 
Il have a high expectation 
and I'm very hard on myself 
when | don’t perform up to 
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Bears seeking 


my standards.” 


Glyn Milburn 


happy returns 


MARK POTS — 


‘ as doesn't look like he's 

lost a step to me, or the (mental) 
edge,” Jauron said. “Certainly 
not the edge. If you know Glyn 
and watched him prepare in 
practice, you know he hasn't lost 
his edge. I can't explain [the prob- 
lems with the Kick returns]. I 
wish I could. I know they're all 


8. 
Isit the runner or the block- 
ing? Milbum said it's both. 
“Every return is different,” 
he said. “Looking on the film, 
there are lanes that I'm not seeing 
and there are times when spacing 
is not there and the timing's not 
there. It all works together, so we 
all have to be on the same pas 
have to look at myself first a 
things are going well and right 
now were not doing well and I 
have to look at the man in the 
mirror for that.” 
Milbum was hopeful that 
} with more time together, the 
return teams would produce big 
plays in the second half of the 


You know things aren't going well for the 
Bears when even the club's lone Pro Bowler 
doesn't seem likely to earn a retum trip to 
Hawaii. 

‘Two years ago, Glyn Milburn was the best 
thing the Bears had going. He scored three 
touchdowns on ‘kick returns. Last year, he 
became the first Bears player to make the Pro 
Bowl since the 1998 season. 

But now, he's one of several Bears players 
pressing through a difficult season searching 
for the big play. Milbum's kickoff return aver- 
age of 24.2 yards through the first seven games. 
actually is better than his 23.4-yard average of 
a year ago. But his long return is just 38 yards. 
The spark that made him a threat to go all the 
way on every return is missing. 

“It's a matter of going back to the basics and 
executing,” Milburn said. “I haven't done a 
great job of executing my job this whole season. 
The only thing I know to do is do what I've 
always done and that's been successful for the 
majority of my career.” 
Although Milburn has too much dass to 
even mention it, the return teams haven't been 
able to develop any consistency due to the 
revolving door caused by personnel changes 
and injuries. Almost a dozen players have been 
shuffled on and off ‘the units including Ray 
McElroy, John Allred, Sean Harris, Casey 
Wiegmann, Barry Minter, Frankie Smith, 
Shawn Wooden and James Allen. 

In addition, the Bears have cut several key 


Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Return specialist Glyn Milburn is the only Bear to 
appear in a Pro Bowl in the past six seasons. 


players from their return teams over the past 
two years—Jim Schwantz, Lemanski Hall, 
Andre Collins, Ty Hallock—and they're paying 
for it on both ends. 

Not only are the Bears not as effective on 
returns, but they're also allowing more yards, 
and valuable field position. In 1998, when they 
ranked fourth in the NFL in special teams, they 
allowed 19.9 yards per kick retum. This year 
they are allowing 22.6 yards per return. 

Although the Bears have other players on 
the roster with experience on returns, head 
coach Dick Jauron remains firmly behind 


“Just as the fans and other 
people have an expectation, I 
have a high expectation and I'm 
very hard on myself when I don't 
perform up to my standards,” Milbum said. “I 
expect to do it. People would be upset if they 
didn't expect to see a good product on the field 
and right now that's not happening. 

“But | really would hold my judgment until 
Iplayed a whole season. I've been in this situa- 
tion before and I've had to work my way out of 
it. Tm confident that can do thatnow.” 

Like eve else, Milburn is pressing. 
Against Minnesota at Soldier Field he fumbled 
one return, muffed another and tried to run a 
kickoff return from seven yards deep in the 


SAIL THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN WITH BEAR STARS MARCH 3 - 10, 2001 
TO THE EXCITING PORTS OF SAN JUAN, ST. THOMAS, ST. CROIX 


JIM FLANIGAN ¢ DAN HAMPTON ¢ DOUG PLANK 


BEARS CRUISE 
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DID YOU KNOW? 


a Giyn Milbum ranks second in 
Bears history in kickoff 

g returns with 3,774 yards. He 
~~ trails only Dennis Gentry, 
who compiled 4,353 yards. 


end zone. He reached the 14~a six-yard loss in 
field position because he refused to down the 
ball in the end zone. 

Not that Milburn isn't capable of making a 
big play from seven-yards deep, but it's typical 
of his luck and the Bears’ luck that it didn’t 
work out. Not much has for the Bears this year, 
Every move they make seems to be the wrong 
one. 

“Everybody [puts more pressure on them- 
selves],” Milburn said. “If they feel they can 
make a difference they're going to try to put 
themselves in a position to do that. I think that 
helps, but it also can hurt when you're not 
focusing on the small things that come easy. 

4K player drops a ball that he's caught 100 
times in practice, its probably because he's 

about running before he catches it. T 
bobbled two kicks [in the Minnesota game at 
Soldier Field]. [hadn't done that since I've been 
here. So those are things that Ijusthaveto work 
onand I really believe that Ijust have to be nat- 
ural and let my ability take over and not over- 

Even the split decisions have not gone 
Milburm's way. On the one kickoff return that 
had the best chance to go all the way, Milburn 
broke free with only the kicker and one other 
player to beat near midfield. He tumed inside 
instead of toward the sideline and was tackled 
for a 38-yard return. 

“T was almost kicking myself, because if I 
broke to our sideline I could have gotten by 
him,” Milburn said. “But when you make a 
decision you just go with it.” 


‘Mark Potash covers the Bears for the Chicago 
Sun-Times. 
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INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


Peyton Manning threw 28 interceptions as a rook- 
ie before developing into one of the NFL’s best. 


ON THE AIR 


Television: 
CBS will 


Facts and Figures 


Kickoff: Noon (ct), Sunday, Nov. 5. 

* Gite: Soldier Field, Chicago 
Capacity: 66,944 
Playing surface: Natural grass 
Last meeting: Bears won 31-17 Nov. 
17, 1991 at the Hoosiér Dome. Brad 
Muster topped the century mark for the 
only time:in his career with 101 yards, 
and Jim Harbaugh passed for 287 
yards including TDs of 84 yards to 
Anthony Morgan and 18 yards to 
Muster. Harbaugh also scored on a 6- 
yard run as Chicago broke a 10-10 tie. 
Series: Bears trail 21-16 but have won 
three straight since 1985 after losing 


By Gene Chamberlain 
Bear Report Correspondent 


The Bears are trying to model their 
own rebuilding after the Indianapoli 
Colts, to some extent. 

They get a look at the real thing when 
they open the second half of their sched- 
ule against the Colts — a rare look consid- 
ering they haven't faced Indianapoli 
since 1991. The Bears play four of their 
last eight games against AFC East teams, 
the toughest division in the NFL this year. 

By sticking with Cade McNown 
despite obvious struggles, the Bears have 
done what Indianapolis did in Peyton 
Manning’s rookie year even though he 
threw a team-record 28 interceptions. 

By season’s end, though, Manning's 
progress had become obvious and he 
wound up with only two fewer touch- 
down passes than interceptions. The 
Bears hope they see similar progress from 
McNown in the season’s second half, 

They may have to see a lot of it in this 


Positions 


Quarterback 


Running back 


Wide receiver 


Tight end 


televise the 
game live to i VW] 
a regional WV] 
audience. V1 
Radio: 
WBBM-AM A 


Offensive line 


(780) will carry 


Defensive line 


the game live 


announcing. 


Special teams 


seven in a row from 1966- 


83. 


CHICAGO BEARS 


Colts a blueprint ‘or Bears to follow 


| game to stay close, 

Indianapolis won only three games in 
Manning’s first year, then added 
Edgerrin James to the offense while trad- 
ing away injury-plagued Marshall Faulk. 
The Colts responded by reversing their 
record. McNown hasn’t had the benefit 
of an all-around back. 

The Colts’ offense presents the Bears’ 
struggling defense with more potential 
problems than any team they've faced 
except Minnesota. The Vikings also had 
the added running threat of Daunte 
Culpepper, while Manning only runs as 
a last resort. Minnesota had more receiv- 
ing options, but Manning is more apt to 
find his receivers than Culpepper 

Indianapolis faced a Seattle defense in 
Week 7 comparable statistically to the 
Bears’ defense and piled up 37 points in 
possibly their most complete effort of the 
year: 

It’s an offense which starts 1999 Mr. 
Irrelevant Jim Finn, the Bears’ seventh- 
round draft pick, at fullback and has an 


Comments 


Unlike McNown, Manning puts ball where it has to be. 


Edgerrin James an all-purpose threat the Bears need. 


Harrison-Robinson offset. Other Colts more experienced. 


Dilger a Manning favorite; Sinseno a step up for Bears. 


Colts yield only a sack game; Bye week healed Bears. 


Bratzke could have been a Bear; Colts struggle vs. rlin. 


De WV Linebackers Indy’s Bennett aging gracefully; Holdman must step up. 
Arkush and W Secondary Brown-Parrish stand out over Cota, Belser at safety. 
Tom Thayer 


Colts struggle covering kicks; Bears’ punting a circus. 


! offensive line built around left tackle 
Tarik Glenn and one of the smaller right 
tackles in the league, 295-pound Adam 
Meadows. 

McNown should get the chance to 
move the ball through the air and the 
passing game has the best chance to keep 
the Bears close. Indianapolis’ defense 
gave up an average of 208 yards passing 
a game through Week 7, only 6 yards bet- 
ter than the Bears. 

The Colts’ secondary has two castoff 
cornerbacks who've been adequate at 
best. They formed the secondary through 
free agency, with comerbacks Tyrone 
Poole and Jeff Burris and safety Chad 
Cota coming over as unrestricted free 
agents. The Colts had only three inter- 
ceptions through six games, including 
one each by Cota and Burris. 

The Bears come into this game off a 
bye week, and have won four of their last 
five post-bye week games. However, it 
will take more than a week off to stand 
up to the Colts. 


Who rates the advantage? By Gene Chamberlain 
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Pos. Ht Wt. Age Yr. College Name _ Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Danny Kight 6-0 214 29 2 Augusta State oy Raul Eange 5 e10P ae ame at) ama 
12 Mike Vanderjagt 65 210 30 3 West Virginia Se Gharelieinensl oe, GS auebe 30. 7 Florida 
13° Kelly Holcomb . 6-2 212 27 4 Mid. Tennessee St. 10 Louie Aguiar . 62° 220 34 10 Ue aye 
lly J 6-3 230 29 8 Washington 15 Jim Miller... . 62 215 28 7 Michigan State 
La avout aap ERS 20 James Allen |... 5-10 215 24 3 Oklahoma 
OC CREEUNtSE SIS as 21 RW. McQuarters . 59 198 23 3 Oklahoma State 
18 Peyton Manning . 6-5 230 24 3 Tennessee Bo ehawn Wooden 511 205 op) 16° UNGIEIDaNe 
20 Jeff Burris : 6-0 190 28 7 Notre Dame 23 ~~ Jerry Azumah 5-10 195 22 2 Nerinemeetiie 
d 5-10 180 27 2‘ Fresno State 24 Glyn Milbum . . 5-8 176 28 8 —Stanfo 
ae Musee Munem au acts ate aa areis 25 Thomas Smith 5-11 190 29 8 _North Carolina 
Tony!Blevins x7 27 Walt Harris 511 195 26 5 Mississippi State 
27. David Macklin . 5-9 195 22 R_ Penn State 29. Frankie Smith . 39 194 31. 8 Baylor 
28 Payton Williams . 5-7 170 21° R_ Fresno State 30. Mike Brown .. 510 202 22 Nebraska 
29 Jason Belser ar 5-9 196 30 9 Oklahoma 32 Marlon Barnes 5-9 215 24 1 ‘olorado 
37 Tony Parrish . . 5-10 211 24 3 Washington 
coun eC oLoaiiae Saiige2) 2B 2 SNA MO NES, 43. Mike Green 60 176 23.  R Northwestern State 
32 Edgerrin James . 60 216 22 «2 Miami 44 Curtis Enis 60 250 24 3 Penn State 
36 Jim Finn 6-0 240 23. 1 Penn 45 Scott Dragos . 6-2 245 24 1,_‘Boslon College 
i 4 29-6 O 47 RayMcElroy ..... 5-11 196 28 aster illinois 
Sr cnegco egies Dt ae 53 Warrick Holdman . 6-1 246 24 «2 Texas A&M 
Som el Torelocle ane ce 2S) ae ma ncryvelleyi Ss 54 Brian Urlacher 63 244 22 R  New Mexico 
39 Paul Shields . 6-1 238 24 2 Arizona 55. Sean Hanis 63 252 27. «6s Arizona 
43 , Kevin McDougal . 5-11 204 23. R_ Colorado St. 57 Olin Kreutz... . 62 285 23-3 _ Washington 
i 10 41 2 New Mexi 58 Chris Villarrial . 6-4 308 27 Indiana (PA) 
Ses aes eens ee Merete cy 59 Rosevelt Colvin . 6-3 254 23 «2 Purdue 
8. Justin Snow . A Saylor 60 Casey Wiegmann - 6-3 285 25 5 lowa 
50 Larry Moore . 62 312 25 3 Brigham Young 62 Robert Newkirk 63 290 23 1 Michigan State 
52 Mike Peterson he 6-2 235 24 2. ‘Florida $4 Rex Tucker es 318 23-2 Texas nam 
f , 65 Patrick Mannelly 65 270 25 jake 
6S) MeaMarous Washington jn. LB aa GS Mead coe Sa ee} 71 James Williams 67 331 31 10 Cheyney State (PA) 
54 Phillip Armour ....... 63 315 23. 1 North Texas St. Valen Sireny Hexion 68 BiB oy og aauaien 
55 Ratcliff Thomas. 60 240 26 3 Maryland 75 Todd Peny ... 65 308 29. 8 Kentucky 
56 Dwight Hollier . . 6-2 242 31 9 North Carolina ae A NOE it cree Br 5. 8) abioes 
is be i lake Brockermeyer . fexas 
62 Ellis Johnson 62 288 276 Florida Oe Tani Weee Seamer oo ee 
63 Jeff Saturday 62 295 25 2 North Carolina 80 Dez White 60 B18 21 R Georgia Tech 
64 Lary Chester . . 62 310 25 3 Temple 82 Eddie Kennison 6-0 198 27 5 LSU 
65 Brandon Miller 61 299 24 R_ Georgia Fe Macey Brooks : ce a a ms 2 dames Madison 
it v aseem Sinceno syracuse 
eo pees bepecliben se rs 8 ee Bi SUT 86 Marty Booker . 5-11 215 24 2 — Northwest Louisiana 
73 Adam Meadows . 6-5 295 26 4 Georgia 87 D'Wayne Bates 62 215 24 2 Northwestern 
74, Waverly Jackson 62 315 27° 3_—‘Virginia Tech 88 Marcus Robinson 63 215 24 4 South Carolina 
76 Steve McKinney . 6-4 902 25 3 Texas A&M pe een Lyman a oma ee i pean Forest 
( 5 fan Tuinel .. . : rizona 
Gide WlenaG lenny reste Ig 3825) ee eae, 91 Khari Samuel - 63 240 23 2» Massachusetts 
79 Bernard Holsey .... 62 285 27-5 Duke 92  Bany Minter .. 62 250 29 «2««8sCTullsa 
80 Terrence Wilkins . 5:8 179 2 2 Virginia 93 Phillip Daniels 65 290 27 «= «8 Georgia 
81 Marcus Pollard . 6-4 252 28 6 Bradley 3% sie bal : - om ee be eee 
ra chi lyde Simmons =! festern Carolina 
83 Josh Keur .. 6-4 283 24 1 Michigan St. nejemhiey eatirnallech Gaeere colae a oniseie 
84 E.G.Green . 5-11 190 25 3 Florida St. 98 Bryan Robinson 6-4 300 26 4 — Fresno State 
85 Ken Dilger . . 65 255 29° 6 _ illinois 90 jl Flanigan 62 290 29 7 Notre Dame 
86 Jerome Pathon 60 187 24 3 Washington Practice squad 
Nii sean ae 26 Todd McMillon . 5-10 183 27. 1_— Northern Arizona 
Sora aneunaeon AD 1s 2B) (6 seSyractsa! 38 Brian Edwards . 61 220 24. 2  E, Tennessee State 
90 Mark Thomas . . 6-5 265 31 9 N. Carolina St. 52 Dustin Cohen 2 63 236 23 R Miami (Ohio) 
91 Chukie Nwokorie 62 286 25 2 Purdue 63 Brad Williams . a 6-4 205 22 RB  NotreDame 
92 Chad Bratzke .. 65 275 29 7. Kentucky 67 _ Gannon Shepherd.........0T 68 301 28 R Duke 
93 Lionel Barnes 64 264 24 = 2 LA-Mon injured Heseive 
" eee tOe 12 Brent Bartholomew 6-2 220 23 2 Ohio State 
94 Rob Morris 62 250 25 A Brigham Young 14 Sulecio Sanford 5-10 190 23 1 Middle Tenn. State 
95 Berard Whittington . 65 280 29 7 Indiana BE 62 205 25 1 Louisiana Tech 
96 — Josh Williams 6-3 284 24 R_ Michigan e ric Donaldson . 5-9 176 24 1 Louisiana State 
39 Reggie Austin . 59 173 23 R Wake Forest 
97  Comelius Bennett .. 63 240 35 14 Alabama 81. Bobby eharam mS roMeae ~~ ‘eripaametie 
Brad Scioli 63 277 24 2 Penn State 84 JohnAllred .. 64 246 26 "4 UGG 


‘Age as of opening weekend 2000 


What to Watch MEET THE COACHES | 


First down is key in . Date Winner (Site) 
this game both on Dad Dick is Bears oe 
offense and defense. 988 Bears 17-13 

The Bears have been ie Jauron 1985 Bears 17-10 (S) 


Dick Jauron, 50, has a |e 1983 Colts 22-19. in OT (B) 
7-16 record in two sea- 1975 Colts 35-7 (S) 

sons as Bears head 1970 Colts 21-20 (B) 
coach including 2-2 
against the AFC. 
Jauron, who was born. 
in Peoria, spent nine seasons with 


{5 : Jim Mora, 65, took 
among the league’s worst offenses all year at aubmaenOcionhead 


third-down conversions, but itall goes back to 
their inability to move the ball on first down ee ieee 
and gain an easy situation to convert. 1998. He previously 
Indianapolis has been in the top five all coached the Saints 
year in third down percentage, but the real and has a 113-102 record in 14 NFL 


reason isits ability to get Edgerrin James run- seasons, ranking him No. 2 among Green Bay as defensive backs Bears 27-17 (W) 

ning and establish a play-action passing active coaches in victories. His coach, then four years as 1965 Bears 27-17 

game. Their offensive coordinator, Tom 1999 Colts made the greatest Jacksonville's defensive coordi- Colts 26-21 (W) 

Moonie 7 ith the Pi ves regular-season turnaround in nator. Jauron played eight NFL Stadium codes: S (Soldier Field), 
, ? Was an assistant wil ttsburgh NFL history, going from three years (1973-80) as a safety for 1 (RCA Dome, 11 


Steelers during their Super Bowl ran andhis | wins in 1998 to 13. However, the Lions and Bengals. He start- B (Memorial Stadium, Baltimore), 
background is using the play-action game. Mora’s post-season record is 0-5. ed coaching in 1985 for Buffalo. - W (Wrigley Fiela). 
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THOMAS SMITH 


MARVIN HARRISON 


Harrison has been one of the league's best receivers the past 
four years, He had 59 or more catches each season and last 
year had the fifth-highest yardage total by a receiver in NFL 
history with 1,663 yards on 115 catches. 

Smith had a reputation for shutting down an opponent's 
best receivers while with Buffalo. Last year for the Bills, Smith 
intercepted Payton Manning and helped hold Harrison to four 
catches in the second meeting after Harrison had eight catch- 
es for 122 yards and two TDs in the first game. 


Thomas Smith Marvin Harrison 


29 BELSER 
}8 POOLE 26 Blevins 
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21 Muhammad 


52 PETERSON 
55 Thomas 


92 BRATZKE 
99 Scioli 
93 Bares 


62 JOHNSON 
96 Williams 
65 Miller 4 


37 COTA 
47 Austin 


95 WHITTINGTON. 
64 Chester 
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BLAKE. BROCKERMEYER 


= 
CHAD BRATZKE 


The Bears sought Bratzke in , 1999 during free 
agency, but decided they couldn't outbid the Colts for him. 
Bratzke, the 6-5, former New York Giant, had four 
sacks in the Colts’ first five games this year after getting a 
career-high 12 last year. He had 23 sacks in 1998 and 1999. 

Brockermeyer, a 6-4, 300-pouinder out of Texas, is in his 
sixth NFL season and has fortified a reputation for his pass 
blocking that he established before coming to the Bears from 
Carolina for $17 million over four years in February, 1999. 


Blake Brockermeyer Chad Bratzke 


WHEN THE BEARS HAVE THE BALL WHEN THE COLTS HAVE THE BALL 


53 HOLDMAN 
92 Minter 


93 DANIELS 
96 Simmons 


53 Washington 


79 HOLSEY 
90 Thomas 
91 Nwokorie 


WARRICK HOLDMAN 


@ 
KEN DILGER 


When Payton Manning needs to complete a big pass fo 
extend a drive, fe desta Geno foeres Uren ole 
star Dilger. The 6-5, 255-pound tight end is on course for the 
most caiches in his six-year career. He came into the season 
averaging 36 catches a season with 14 career touchdowns. 

Holdman, the 6-1, 246-pound linebacker, is the team’s sec- 
ond-leading tackler and also the second-leading special teams 
tackler. Holdman will line up opposite Dilger and likely will 
face his blocks on runs and cover him on pass patterns. 


Warrick Holdman Ken Dilger 


37 PARRISH 
29 Smith 
43 Green 


27 HARRIS 


47 McElroy 21 McQuarters 


54 URLACHER 


91 Samuel 


97 WELLS 
90 Tuinei 
62 Newkirk 


98/ROBINSON 
‘95 Wilson 


99 FLANIGAN 
76 Culpepper 
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I aeees TRBROCKERMEYER 
Booker 74 paren 
8 Brooks 


75 PERRY 


64 Tucker 60 Wiegmann 


8 MCNOWN 
15 Miller 
9 Matthews 


44 ENIS 
32 Bares 


57KREUTZ 58 VILLARRIAL 71 WILLIAMS 
64 Tucker 


20 ALLEN 
24 Milburn 


80 WILKINS 
84 Green 


Cs sftae 78 GLENN 


i 0agos 


88 ROBINSON 


79 Wisne 


76 McKINNEY os SRN 


85:DILGER, 
81 Pollard 
83 Keur 


88 HARRISON 
‘86 Pathon 
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69 Gil 74 Jackson 


18 MANNING 
13 Holcomb 
14 Hobert 


OCTOBER 28, 2000 


BEAR REPORT 9 


Indianapolis Colts 
at 
Chicago Bears 
(Rankings through Week 7) 


OFFENSIVE RANKINGS 


TOTAL OFFENSE 19 
Rushing offense 15 
Passing offense 20 
Total yards per play 15 
Rushing average 4 
Passing average 23 
Percentage had intercepted 19 13 
Sacks allowed per pass play 22 3 
First downs per game 28 3 
Third down efficiency 28 2 
Fourth down efficiency 24 9 (t) 
Punt return average 18 13 
Kickoff return average 13 29 
Gross punt average 30 1 
Net punt average 28 2 
Points per game 29 3 
Field goal percentage 28 2; 


DEFENSIVE RANKINGS 


———— 


TOTAL DEFENSE 28 15 
Rushing defense 29 20 
Passing defense 19 16 

Total yards per play 26 19 
Rushing average 24 16 
Passing average 26 21 
Percentage intercepted by 24 21 

2 Sacks per pass play 18 


First downs per game 


Third down efficiency 


20 


Fourth down efficiency 20 (t) 
Punt return average 14 
Kickoff return average 17 
Gross punt average 6 
’ Net punt average 4 
Points per game 25 (t) 


Opponents’ FG percentage 


CLOCK 


As part of every 
game preview this 
season in Bear 
Report, we will take a 
look back at a 
memorable game 
played between the 
Bears and their 
upcoming opponent. 


Bears enjoyed 
lopsided win 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Rick Casares fumbled on the second play 
from scrimmage in a 1962 game against the 
Baltimore Colts, but little else went wrong for 
the Bears. 

Scoring two touchdowns and a field goal in 
an 11-play stretch of the third quarter, the Bears 
pummeled the Colts 57-0 at Memorial 
Stadium. It remains the most lopsided regular 
season victory in franchise history and second 
only to the 73-0 thrashing of the Washington 
Redskins in the 1940 NFL title game. 

Bears quarterback Bill Wade completed 23 
of 32 passes for 328 yards and 3 TDs and 
would have had, even better numbers if 
receivers didn't drop a few of his perfectly- 
thrown balls. The offensive line provided such 
great protection that a Chicago newspaper 
reported that Wade “could have caught up 
with his correspondence between the snap and 
the pass most of the day.” 

The dominant Bears took a 20-0 halftime 
lead with scoring drives of 90, 85 and 80 yards. 
Wade connected for TD passes of 15 yards to 
receiver Angelo Coia and 5 yards to tight end 
Mike Ditka. Fullback Joe Marconi-scored the 
third TD ona 1-yard plunge. 

Leclerc, who had two extra point 
attempts blocked, hit a 9-yard field goal to 
make it 23-0 in the third quarter Wade fol- 


=X NFL FLAGS 
3x5’ Nylon $39.95 
FLY-ME FLAG CO., LLC 


1720 S. Ashland, Green Bay 
800-236-3524 


BEARS 57, Baltimore 0 
Nov. 25, 1962 
Memorial Stadium 


lowed with a 5-yard TD run and a 3-yard scor- 
ing pass to flanker Johnny Mortis. 

The Bears’ final three TDs came ona 1-yard 
run by Casares, a 65-yard pass from backup 
quarterback Rudy Bukich to Coia, and a 12- 
yard run by Charles Bivins. 

Interceptions by J.C. Caroline and defensive 
end Bob Kilcullen set up second half touch- 
downs for the Bears, who upped their record to 
7-4en route toa 9-5 finish. Winning five of their 
last six in 1962 set the stage for the Bears tocap- 
ture the NFL title the following season. 

Baltimore's perennial all-pro Gino 
Marchetti left the game in the first quarter with 
apulled leg muscle. But asa newspaper report- 
ed the next day, “The absence of Marchetti 
wasn'tthe difference. The difference today was 

Soldier Field's Bears Fan 
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Here's how quickly the Brian Urlacher leg- 
end has grown. When the Bears gave up a 72- 
yard touchdown run to Robert Smith in a loss 
to the Vikings the first question on everyone's 
mind was where was the rookie linebacker? 

Turns out the Bears were giving Urlacher a 
rare breather. Khari Samuel, playing in place of 
Urlacher, had a shot at Smith in the backfield 
on the play but missed the tackle. 

“That didn't matter that I was out,” said 
Urlacher, who played through a rib cartilage 
separation. “It was a good play by them. If I 
was out there the same thing would have hap- 
pened.” 

Maybe. Maybe not. But the fact of the mat- 
teris that Urlacher has emerged as not only the 
bést player on the Bears defense, but also a guy 
who is going to bea Pro Bowler soon and fora 
long time. 

Amere five starts into his career he already 
looks like a guy who's worth the price of 
admission, the kind of impact defender the 
Bears haven't had since the glory days of 1985. 

Notbad fora guy who is playing purely on 
instincts and athletic ability, according to coach 
Dick Jauron. Not bad for a guy who is making 
a ton of mistakes by his own estimation. 

Urlacher is the humble type, but we've 
heard him talk like this before. Earlier in the 
year after a couple of impressive preseason 
games he announced he wasn't nearly as good 
as everyone thoughtand he just couldn't put it 
together at strongside linebacker. Nobody 
believed him. He was benched. 

Now Urlacher says he's not nearly as phys- 
ical as he needs to be at middle linebacker, 


But whatever you think of Da Coach, 
you know he ducks no punches. 


Tough, no-holds-barred 
by Ditka’ 

ive p 

and fans, show Da Coach through the 
eyes of the people closest to him. 


Da Coach celebrates the life and col+ 
orful time: » sports original 
who has it a . glory, and per- 
sonality to spare. 


same into the locker room 
arted pounding ¢ 


You May Love Him, You May 


MIKE MULLIGN 


especially when offensive lineman come out to 
block him. Hesays he's “a little hazy” watching, 
plays develop. 

“1m missing tackles and I'm not very phys- 
ical out there,” Urlacher said. “Every once in a’ 
while get a good hit or something, but I'mnot 
physical with the offensive linemen. I don't hit 
them very hard and they still push me around 
alittle bit. Ineed to work on that. And I'm still 
unsure on certain plays about the defense.” 

This froma guy who leads the team with 71 
tackles and six sacks and has an interception to 
boot. Butit isn'tall false humility, Urlacher does 
indeed have a ways to go. Linebacker coach 
Dale Lindsey, who enjoyed a nine-year NFL. 


Hate Him... 
29 


“If you look at the Bear logo 
and a picture of him, there’s not 
much difference, He’s a human 
being in a bear’s hat.” 
--Mike North 


: & 
Urlacher remains 


a work in progress 


career Winning three titles with the Cleveland 
Browns, said Urlacher makes some plays and 
misses others, but has played extremely well 
for a rookie from a smaller football program 
who is playing a different position from col- 
lege and a different position than he started at 
inthe NEL. | 

“Sometimes he doesn't know what to do. | 
or his instincts aren't what they need to be at | 
this level against this kind of competition,” 
Lindsey said. “I want him tobe more phys- 
ical at the point and I think he will bein time. 
But he needs to improve that part of the 
game, | tell him that all the time.” 

Urlacher has a great work ethic and gets 
angry with himself if he does something 
wrong, He works to improve. He's also just 
learning the things it takes to succeed in the 
NFL like how to watch film and what to look 
for. 

“{ watch film quite a bit,” he said. “I don't 
know how bay bois a week, but I watch as 
mudhas I can. We watch a lot with our coach- 
es. We take it home. We probably watch four 
hours a day at work and then take ithome with 
Ap 


Lindsey figures that's a nice start. 

“Bvery guy that comes into the game, they 
don't come in right away and start studying 
film-if they say they do, they are lying to you,” ~ 
Lindsey said. 

Lindsey figures every NFL player, even a 
guy like former Bears middle linebacker Mike 
Singletary, had to learn how to watch film. 

“Nobody comes in here knowing how to 
do it or what to look for, they just don't have 
those habits,” Lindsey said. “We try to teach 
them how to learn but somewhere along the 
line they have to learn to take it home them- 
selves and look and study and try to find 
things. They have to grow into it.” 

Lindsey played with four Hall of Famers in 
his career, Jim Brown, Paul Warfield, Lou 
Groza and Leroy Kelly. He said the thing they 
had in common was a great work ethic to go 
with natural ability. Urlacher has shown flash- 
es of the same. 

“The main thing about Brian is that he's not 
afraid to try and make a play,” Lindsey said. 
“A lot of guys are. They play it safe. 
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Photo by Steve Woltmann 


Bears rookie Brian Urlacher leads all 
NFL linebackers with six sacks 
through seven games this season. 

“And I'm happy he's not happy with him- 
self, If we had a guy out here walking off 
happy with himself on a 1-6 team, then we 
have to be worried. Those guys don't know 
that they don't know.’ 

gi ce te Bese be pre 
to help Cade MéNown develop into an NFL 
star, They are giving him as much leeway as 
any player in team history has enjoyed. 

is no game too bad, no result too 
depressing to alter that course. An entire foot- 
ball season is being offered sacrificially to 
McNown's future, 

Let's hope he's worth it. And let's hope the 
Bears make the same commitment to develop- 
ing Urlacher. 

“1 don't think I'm playing that well,” 
Urlacher said. “Obviously I'mnot playing very 
good, we're not winning. I know I can'geta lot 
better It's tough when you are not winning to 
say you're playing well.” 

Finally, a guy who gets it. Here's hoping the 
Bears get Urlacher to a place where he knows 
ital. get out of the way. 


Mike Mulligan covers the Bears and the NFL for 
the Chicago Sun-Times. 


In’t know whether to 
lim McMahon 
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Miller 


GAME STORY 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Chicago fans who've been begging for Jim 
Miller finally got their wish Sunday in 
Philadelphia, but the backup quarterback was- 
nt exactly the solution to the Bears’ offensive 

Miller saw his first game action since last 
Thanksgiving Day. He entered after Cade 
McNown suffered a separated left throwing 
shoulder early in the second quarter when he 
was tackled hard by Eagles linebacker Mike 
Caldwell near the Bears’ bench. McNown was 
slated to be re-evaluated on Monday, 

Like McNqwn two weeks earlier against 
the New Orleans Saints, Miller failed to guide 
the offense to a touchdown in a 13-9 loss that 
sent the Bears (1-7) limping into their bye week 
with the worst record in the NFC. It was 
Chicago's 11th loss in its last 13 games. 

“{ thought our defense played well enough 
to win,” said Bears coach Dick Jauron. 
“Offensively, we just have to find a way to 
move the ball and get it into the end zone. We 
have to create more big plays.” 

Miller, who didn't take any first-team 
in practice during the week leading up to the 
game, completed just 14 of 34 passes for 128 
yards with one interception. He was sacked 
and fumbled on his first pass play and failed to 
pick up a first down on his first two posses- 
sions. McNown exited after completing 6 of 9 
for 49 yards, 

It was the third time this season the Bears 


Bears 2000 Schedule 


fails to 


revive Bears’ 
inept offense 


9 | 13 


failed to score an offensive touchdown. They 
converted just 4 of 18 third dowh opportunities 
(22 percent) and ran just one play in Eagles' ter- 
ritory on their first nine ions. 

“It's very frustrating,” Jauron said. “That's 
why we're at where we are. We're not scoring: 
enough points and we're not generating 
enough offense to come up with a victory. God 
knows we're spending enough time on the red 
zone and it's something that we prioritize. 
We're not getting it done.” 

‘The Bears trailed 13-0 entering the fourth 
quarter before rookie Paul Edinger kicked field 
goals of 25, 33 and 40 yards on successive 
drives within an 8:26 span to close the gap. 

Chicago reached the red zone twice but 
couldn't punch it in. Eddie Kennison's 23-yard 
run ona reverse resulted in a first down at the 
Eagles’ 8-yard line, but Miller threw incomple- 
tions on second and third down. On the next 
drive, Miller was again off target on third 
down from the 15, forcing the Bears to settle for 
an Edinger field goal that made it 13-6 with 


PRESEASON 


Opponent 

at N.Y. Giants 
CLEVELAND BROWNS, 
at Cincinnati Bengals 
TENNESSEE TITANS 


Bears 
20 


Opponent 


REGULAR SEASON 
at Minnesota Vikings 
at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
» NEW YORK-GIANTS 
DETROIT LIONS 
at Green Bay Packers 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
at Philadelphia Eagles 
Bye 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 
at Buffalo Bills 


Sun., Oct. 22 
Sun., Oct. 29 
Sun., Nov. 5 

Sun., Noy. 12 
Sun., Noy. 19 
Sun., Noy. 26 
Sun., Dec. 3 

Sun., Dec. 10 
Sun., Dec, 17 
Sun., Dec, 24 
*Central time 


at N.Y, Jets 
GREEN BAY PACKERS 


at San Francisco 49ers 
‘at Detroit Lions 


‘TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
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Photo by Drew Hallowell 


Left tackle Blake Brockermeyer keeps the Eagles’ Hugh Douglas away from 
quarterback Jim Miller during the Bears’ 13-9 loss Sunday in Philadelphia. 


4339 to play. 

“We clearly have to produce more big plays 
and chunks of yardage,” Jauron said. “We then 
have to get the ball into the end zone. Kicking 
field goals is not going to win for you in this 
league.” 

After the Bears had cut the deficit to 13-6, 
Bears safety Tony Parrish intercepted a 
Donovan McNabb pass and returned it seven 
yards to the Eagles' 22. But the Bears had to set- 
tle for another field goal after three straight 
Miller incompletions. 

After one Philadelphia first down, the Bears 
eventually took over at their own 19-yard line 
with 1:04 to play and no timeouts left. They 
advanced to their own 47, but Miller's Hail 
Mary pass into the end zone on the last play fell 
incomplete. It wouldn't have counted even if a 
receiver had caught it, however, because of a 
holding penalty that would have been 
enforced. 


That's what type of day it was for the Bears, 
who limp into their bye week after matching 
their worst start in franchise history. They were 
also 1-7 in 1945, '69 and '97. 

“There's really nobody in the organization 
that's not very frustrated,” Jauron said. “This is 
something that we have to continue to work 
hard through and somehow come out on the 
other end.” 

Chicago's defense played arguably its best 
game of the year, surrendering a season-low 13 
points and allowed the Eagles to convert just 3 
of 15 third down chances (20 percent). Former 
Bears running back Darnell Autry, now start- 
ing for the Eagles, was held to 37 yards on 14 
carries but he did catch five passes for 70 yards. 


PLAY OF THE GAME 


Donovan McNabb's 3- 
yard scoring pass to 
Jeff Thomason was 
the game’s only touch- 
down and it gave the — 
Eagles a 10-0 lead 
late in the first half. 


Autry fumbled twice, but the second 
turnover was wiped out by a holding penalty 
on linebacker Rosevelt Colvin. The mistake 
enabled the Eagles to widen their lead to 13-0 
on a 29-yard field goal by David Akers. The 
Philadelphia kicker, who set a team record 
with 13 straight field goals, earlier booted a 51- 
yarder to give the Eagles a 3-0 first quarter lead. 

The defense’s only breakdown was’ a 9- 
play, 77-yard Eagles drive capped by 
McNabb's 3-yard TD pass to tight end Jeff 
Thomason that made it 10-0 with :46 left in the 
first half. * 

‘The Bears started their first five possessions 
of the game at their own 17, 8, 13, 1 and 9. The 
poor field position and ineffective passing 
game gave Chicago little chance to string 
together a drive, although James Allen did his 
part, rushing for 87 yards on 21 carries. 

“We ran the ball effectively, but we need to 
come up with more big plays,” Jauron said. 
"Clearly we have to score more points. When 
your defense holds your opponent to 13 
points, you're expecting to win in the National 
Football League.” 
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Practice makes perfect & 


First-team reps should give Miller a big boost 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


No one should benefit more from the bye 
week than quarterback Jim Miller, who was 
initially rusty after replacing Cade McNownin 
the second quarter of Sunday's 13-9 loss at 
Philadelphia. 

As second-string quarterback, Miller does- 
n't take any first-team reps in practice. He was 
sacked and fumbled on his first pass play 
Sunday, and completed just 14 of 34 passes for 
128 yards with one interception. 

“With a young quarterback like Cade, you 
want to expose him to everything,” Miller said. 
“Tm just expected to step inhere and play. Our 
offense is very demanding on the quarterback 
“and obviously you want (McNown) to get all 
the work. That's just the way itis.” 

“We need to give the first guy all the snaps,” 
said Bears coach Dick Jauron. “If we knew this 
was going to happen, we would have given 
him some snaps, but not in normal prepara- 
tion.” 

A similar situation occurred last season 
when Miller replaced an injured McNown in 
Green Bay. Miller threw three first-half inter- 
ceptions before rallying the Bears to a 14-13 
win. Later in the season he registered two of 
the top seven most prolific passing days in 
Bears history before being suspended for tak- 


NFL RESULTS 


WEEK 8 

Bye: Green Bay, N.Y. Giants, San Diego 
Thursday, Oct. 19 

Detroit 28, Tampa Bay 14 
Sunday, Oct. 22 

Philadelphia 13, BEARS 9 
Dallas 48, Arizona 7 

Minnesota 31, Buffalo 27 
Pittsburgh 22, Cleveland 0 
Cincinnati 31, Denver 21 _ 
Indianapolis 30, New England 23 
New Orleans 21, Atlanta 19 
Kansas City 54, St. Louis 34 
Carolina 34, San Francisco 16 
Tennessee 14, Baltimore 6 
Oakland 31, Seattle 3 
Washington 35, Jacksonville 16 
Monday, Oct. 23 

Miami at NY. Jets, 8 pm. 


WEEK 9 

Bye: BEARS, Denver, New England 
Sunday, Oct. 29 

Carolina at Atlanta, noon. 
Cincinnati at Cleveland, noon 
Detroit at Indianapolis, nodn 
Green Bay at Miami, noon 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay, noon 
NY. Jets at Buffalo, noon 
Pittsburgh at Baltimore, noon 

St. Louis at San Francisco, 3:05 p.m. 
New Orleans at Arizona, 3:05 p.m. 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, 3.05 p.m. 
Jacksonville at Dallas, 3:15 p.m. 
Kansas City at Seattle, 3:15 pm. 
Oakland at San Diego, 70 pm. 
Monday, Oct. 30 

Tennessee at Washington, 8 p.m. 


GAME 
NOTES 


ing an illegal supplement. 

On Sunday with Miller at the controls, the 
Bears managed just three field goals on three 
trips inside the Eagles’ 25-yard line. 

“We clearly have to produce more plays 

and more chunks of yardage,’ Jauron said. 
“We then have to get the ball in the end zone. 
Kicking field goals is not going to win for you 
in this league.” 


Rookie mistakes: Middle linebacker Brian 
Urlacher, a rookie of the year candidate with a 
team-leading six sacks, was beat on two crucial 
pass plays on the game's only touchdown 
drive. The rookie yielded a seven-yard recep- 
tion to Damell Autry on fourth-and-seven and 
two plays later was in coverage on Jeff 
Thomason's 3-yard TD catch. 

“Its a young guy's mistake,” defensive 
coordinator Greg Blache said of the touch- 
down. “He didn't get up and jam him. He kind 
of veered off. An older guy would know to get: 
up there and put your body onhim. It's on-the- 
job training,” 


Kickers solid: One bright spot for the Bears 
was the performance of kicker Paul Edinger 
and recently-signed punter Louie Aguiar. 
er kicked field goals of 25, 33 and 40 
without a miss and is now 5 of 5 in two games 
on artificial turf and just 4 of 8 on grass. Even 
more impressively, three of his four kickoffs 
went into the end zone for touchbacks. 

Aguiar, who was signed earlier in the week, 
averaged 42.1 yards on seven punts. The 10- 
year veteran was consistent, hitting punts of 42, 
42, 42, 45, 44, 41 and 39 yards. Aguiar also held 
onall of Edinger’s field goals. 


Going for three: Trailing 13-6 with 4:15 left, 
the Bears opted to kick a field goal on fourth- 
and-10 from the Eagles’ 22-yard line. Jauron 
said he would have gone for the first down had 
it been fourth-and-four or less. 

“Tt was down and distance dictated,” the 
coach said. “We figured we'd kick the field goal 
and winit witha touchdown. I didn't think the 
odds were with us there (to go for the first 
down).” 


Killing the clock: With the ball at 
their 46-yard line, the Bears opted not 
to call a timeout to attempt a Hail 
Mary pass as the final seconds of the 
first half ticked off the clock. Perhaps | 
a bit too conservative for a 1-6 team 
already facing a 10-0 deficit? | 

“We thought about using a time- 
out with one second left and taking 
one shot,” Jauron said, “but I decided 
not to do it because nothing had really gone 
well for usin the firsthalf. To do that, you have 
to hold onto the ball a good deal of time, so 
things can happen. I wanted to get into the 
locker room, regroup and come out and win it 
in the second half.” 


Broken record: Falling to 1-7 without scor- 
ing an offensive touchdown for the third time 
this year wasn't the only reason Sunday was a 
day to forget for the Bears. In Cincinnati, 
Bengals running back Corey Dillon broke 
Walter Payton's NFL single-game rushing 
record of 275 yards with 278 in a win over the 
Denver Broncos. 


News &notes: Eddie Kennison was the 
most productive player on the Bears’ offense, 
catching five passes for 62 yards and setting up 
a field goal with a 23-yard run on a reverse. ... 
Center Olin Kreutz returned to the starting 
lineup after missing four games with a 
sprained left knee. Casey Wiegmann moved 
over to right guard in place of Chris Villarrial 
(groin), who didn't start but did see limited 
action. Fullback Curtis Enis, still bothered by a 
shoulder injury, missed his third straight game. 


2000 NEL TANDINGS 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
Eastern Division 


INSIDE THE BEARS | 


Parrish sparks Bears 
with — fo wei s 


ae in the end zone, but be got 
of me to trip me up a bit.1 got 


Tony Parrish what! could.” 


Midway through the third quarter, 
Pena ep territo- 


_ The Bears’ celohec dita decmrt ebb 
McNabb, Sa ateeee the game with 


Se meee 


against the Bears. 
yas ; McNabb in 


Photo by Drew Hallowell 


Bears QB Cade McNown compieted 
6 of 9 passes for 49 yards before 
leaving Sunday’s game with a sepa- 
rated left shouider. McNown was 
scheduled to be further evaluated on 
Monday but could miss 2-4 weeks. 
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SCORING SUMMARY 


Chicago Bears... 
Philadelphia Eagles. 
Eagles, 1, 0:03, Akers 51-yard field goal (7-20, 3:27) 0-3 
Eagles, 2, 0:46, Thomason 3-yard pass from McNabb (Akers kick) (9- 
71, 2:34) 0-10 
Eagles, 3, 6:35, Akers 29-yard field goal (11-53, 5:14) 0-13 
Bears, 4, 12:36, Edinger 25-yard field goal (13-51, 5:27) 3-13 
4, 4:39, Edinger 33-yard field goal (11-75, 4:50) 6-13 
4, 4:10, Edinger 40-yard field goal (4-0, 0:16) 9-13 
Paid attendance: 65,553; time: 3:05 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 


TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 
By Rushing 
By Passing 
By Penalty 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY 
TOTAL NET YARDS 
Total Offensive Plays (inc. time thrown passing) 
Average gain per offensive play 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Total Rushing Plays 
Average gain per rushing play 
Tackles fora loss - number and yards 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Times thrown — yards lost attempting to pass 
Gross yards passing 
PASS ATTEMPTS-COMPLETIONS-HAD INT. 
‘Average gain per pass play (inc. # thrown passing) 
KICKOFFS-In End Zone-Touchbacks 
PUNTS Number and Average 
Had Blocked 
FGs-PATs Had Blocked 
Net punting average 
‘TOTAL RETURN YARDAGE (Not Including Kickofis) 
‘No. and Yards Punt Retums 
No. and Yards Kickoff Retums 
No. and Yards Interception Retums 
PENALTIES Number and Yards 
FUMBLES Number and Lost 
TOUCHDOWNS 


Rushing 
Passing 

EXTRA POINTS Made-Attempts 

FIELD GOALS Made-Attempis 

SAFETIES 

FINAL SCORE 

TIME OF POSSESSION 

CHICAGO BEARS 
Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. «= Gain. = TD 
Allen 21 87 4d 12 0 
Kennison 1 23 B 2B 0 
Miller 2 2 1 1 0 
McNown I 2 2 2 0 
Had 

PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. TKD/Yd. TD LG Int. 
Miller 34 14 128 1/4 0 33 1 
McNown 9 6 49 213.0). -24 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg. LG TD 
Kennison 5 @ 124 24 0 
Brooks 5 De 8 ae = 0 
Robinson 4 5595 13g 33— 60) 
Booker 3 [Se 43 eC KO) 
Allen 2 ee ae Sa 
Sinceno 1 9 9: 9 0 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
Parrish 1 7 7 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Aguiar 7 <295- 42598 (0 eenan =A5 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 
Milbum jee oe Bee 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 


Milburn 4 0 82 20 
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GAME 
_SYATISries 


Rushing Yards Third Down Conversions (%) 
ar 


120 


22 


100 20 


Bears Eagles 


‘Bears 


Passing Yards 
2507 


Time of Possession 


Eagles 30:58 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES CHICAGO BEARS 
Net Long Unofficial 
RUSHING Att Yds. Avg. = Gain. TD T Ast. Sack Yrds. Int. PD FF FR 
Autry 4 37 2.6 nl 0 S. Harris 6 2. 00 [00 +6) <0 Tem “50 
McNabb 5 25 5 9 0 Wells 4 3: 00° 00: “0 “0 40) 20 
Pritchett 4 21 53 i 0 Brown 5. £ 00° (00 0, .8) ODO 
Detmer 1 8 8 8 0 Urlacher 2° 5 S05 60s Se OiOue 0’ 
Martin I 4 4 4 ) Robinson 3 2 O00 30) 40h. Oe <0 
Mitchell 2 2 1 2 0) W. Harris 2. B 0! - 00." OV. et le fo 
Wooden, 3 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 I 1 
Had Holdman 3 OF “QO 00: 0) = Pays 0 
PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. TKD/¥d. TD LG Int. Smith 3510, -0:02= 010; S0y, zh TO 0 
McNabb 3522207 W641 37 0 Parrish Quprk "OO. tobi See 10: 
Daniels 2%.0 500 “09 “Jo “10; 40, 970 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg. LG TD Colvin LA DOKSOO! “0! ip zee co 
Johnson 6 5]. 95 25-0 McQuarters 1 87 00s foo" “Oiler 50=. 10) 
Autry SY 70 14 37 0 Newkirk 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 
Martin 3 27 9 1 0° — Simmons Tent 0107-06! 00h RO WO. 
Small 2 25 425~ 55-0 Flanigan 0" le 00 70010 Bt so 0) 
Lewis Z 12 6 9 0 
Thomason 2 1=a8 5% "yest 
Mitchell 1 fees oe PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 
Pritchett 1 BF 3S 3 Unofficial 
T Ast. Sack Yrds. Int. PD EF FR 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD Trotter GTO GOO aie. Mk Ok V0! 
Dawkins 1 30. 30290 Douglas 5 tee ts O OVA 0 
Emmons 4-2 00 00 0 * Jemte 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG Caldwell SAD; = 100 80) Cle 0 
Landeta 7 284 406 0 4 50 Moore 4-0 © 00 “oor (0° “@ “0-0 
Thomas & (0) 9) 20? on 76 6p 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD Vincent 3 AO ORG a): 
Mitchell 3 4 19 8 0 Harris =~ 0: 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 
Gardner FT 0G “OH: S4r Vaio 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 1D Dawkins 1 2- aGR06" ae 
Mitchell 1 0 =e 8 0 Grasmanis bd OS (ROT Oe Oe Dai eid 
Simon 1 1 0.0 0.0 0 1 0 0 
Whiting 02 0.0 0.0 0 1 0 0 
Taylor 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 4 0 0 
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Bears lose game, 
field position war 


DOUG BUFFONE 


Bad field position killed the Bears early in 
«Sunday's loss in Philadelphia. They didn't start 
a drive outside their own 20-yard line until 
their sixth possession, and the results were pre- 
dictable. The offense wasn't able to move the 
ball, which ruined a strong effort by the 
Chicago defense. 

One guy who worked the Bears over was 
defensive end Hugh Douglas. He registered a 
sack and a half and now leads the NFL in that 
category with 11. Douglas, who was facing left 
tackle Blake Brockermeyer,. was in the Bears’ 
backfield all day. Even former Bear Paul 
Grasmanis got half a sack as the Eagles gener- 


ated a lot of pressure on the quarterback. 

The Bears’ running game was improved 
with James Allen gaining 87 yards on 22 car- 
ries, but they just couldn't bust loose. His 
longest gain was 12 yards. That was part of the 
reason the Bears were unable to cross the 50- 
yard line until thé third quarter. 

As far as Jim Miller coming in the game, 
you could tell he was rusty. But that's to be 
expected considering he hasn't taken any first- 
team reps since training camp. 

Defensively, I thought the Bears played 
very well. Tony Parrish made a big-time play 
when he intercepted Donovan McNabb late in 
the game. One thing that did hurt the defense 
was those short passes to Darnell Autry. But all 
in all, you couldn't ask a defense to do more. 
They put the offense in position to tie the game 
at the end. 

I was very disappointed the Bears weren't 
able to convert Parrish's interception into a 
touchdown. Ina situation like that they should 
at least take some shots at the end zone, espe- 
ally with the height and leaping ability of 
receivers Marcus Robinson and Macey Brooks. 
Throw it up there and let them make a play. 
One of two things usually happens-the receiv- 
er catches the ball or the defensive back is 
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Pate by Drew Hallowell 


Wideout Eddie Kennison caught five 
passes for a team-high 62 yards and 
had a 23-yard run on a reverse in 
Sunday’s 13-9 loss at Philadelphia. 
called for pass interference. A touchdown after 
Parrish’s interception would have provided a 
‘huge turning point. 

Another Positive was the performance of 
Kicker Paul and punter Louie Aguiar. 
Edinger made all three of his field goals and 
Aguiar punted the ball extremely well. 

As the Bears look to the second half of their 
season, now is the time to see who's going to 


to tum . 


line nua 


PEPA Member Publication 
BEAR Roe 3 
BENGALS REPO! 

BUFFALO BILLS SI SHOUT! 


THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR YOUR NFL FAN 


When it comes to professional football, exe only one place you aia 
. the Professional Football Publication 

experts with colorful, action-packed issues and easy-to-use (900) tele- 
phone servicesCall today for subscription or advertising information 
and get thedatest scoop on your favorite’ Seep ine ‘the special hot- 


888-621-3267 
1-800-256-7110 


Trivia Trove 

Who holds the record for 
the most games played in 
Bears history? 


(Answer on page 19) 


show up ae play hard evenif the playoffs are 
no k ility. I was ona team that 
aried 17 and trite 13, and you eventu- 
ally get to a point where you feel that no mat- 
ter how hard you work, you won't see the 
desired result on Sunday. 

This isn't an excuse, but when the season is 
over, I guarantee you that the Bears will have 
Plyed belo ated dein tent Last 
year when I went over the schedule, I thought 
games against Detroit, New Orleans and 
Philadelphia were automatic wins. Its dear 
now that lunderestimated the improvement of 
those teams, all of which have winning 
records. 

The Bears now have two weeks to prepare 
for a good team in the Indianapolis Colts. If 1 
was on the coaching staff, I would treat this 
game like the Super Bowl. Offensively, I would 
go back to what worked last season and focus 
solely on that for this game. 1 would take this 
game so seriously you wouldn't believe it. 
Upsetting a team like the Colts could create 
some momentum while also showing the fans 
that there is something there. 


Doug Buffone hosts the Doug Buffone Sports 
Magazine on Fox Sports Chicago. 


Association. We are 


1-900-407-7546 
1-900-860-1974 


1-900-860-0075 
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BONS 


THE EAN 


Jay DeAngelo (97), Steve Bardowski (11) and Sherman J. Brown (13) call 
themselves “the ruling troika of the Harrisburg (Pa.) area Bears Super Fans 


Bears’ Paws for a Cause 


Interested in finding out about Bears players and their philanthropic efforts in the communi- 
ty? The following two events should help you track down some of your favorites to build that 
autograph collection, or just help you donate to a good cause. For more information on the Bears 
community outreach, contact Community Relations Director John Bostrom at (847) 739-5301. 


THE BEARS OFFICIAL FOOTBALL LUNCHEON/DINNER SERIES 

‘The Bears Luncheon Series enters its eighth season on Fox Sports Chicago. The event is held 
throughout the football season at Maggiano's Restaurant in Chicago, Oak Brook, Schaumburg, 
and Skokie. An upcoming guest includes Bears comerback Thomas Smith at the Oak Brook 
Maggianos on Monday, October 23 (6:30 p.m.). For ticket information, please call PRO SPEAK- 
ERS at 312-467-1060. 


BEARS WIVES CANCER BENEFIT 
‘The Bears wives along with the Malnati family will host the 30th Annual Cancer Benefit at 
, Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria in Buffalo Grove on Monday, November 6. All ‘will benefit Bears 
Care, a fund of the Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundation, whi the cancer pro- 
grams at both Northwestern Memorial Hospital and Children’s Memorial Hospital. Current and 
former Bears players will be in attendance. For ticket information, please contact Bears Care at 
847-562-1814. 


WHEN DOES MY SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRE? 


That's one of the most commonly asked questions we hear at the BEAR 
REPORT. Here's how you can easily find out the answer! 


10052567, 
is your account number 


10052567 0# B DECO0 ~——— DEC00 — This is your expiration 
date. Your subscription expires within 


JOHN Q:EUBLIC the month of December 2000. 


123 KODIE LANE 
ANYTOWN, USA 00000 

If you still have questions call us at (608) 837-2200 from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. — give us the numbers on your mailing label and we can help! 


Appalachian Brewing Company in Harrisburg on a 64-inch screen. 


A fantastic wardrobe stocked with designer 
suits, a fat paycheck, luxury automobiles and 
beautiful female groupees-it’s all part of being 
a sportswriter! 

OK, so maybe it’s not. But at least the pro- 
fession provides the opportunity to question 
some of the NFL's top players on a variety of 
topics. It’s certainly the best way to gather 
information and insight on individuals. 

Now Bear Report is putting its readers in 
the same position. We'd like you to send your 
questions for Marcus Robinson (left) and we'll 
telay them to the Bears’ star receiver. 

Just send your query to: Ask Marcus, RO. 
Box 4205, Arlington Heights, IL 60006. You 
can also e-mail it to: BearReport@aol.com. In 
both cases, please include your full name and 
hometown. The questions and answers will 
Tun ina future issue. 


DON’T FORGET YOUR BEAR REPORT SUBSCRIPTION! 
Place the label from your most recent issue here and fill in your new address below. 


MAIL TO: Bear Report, Change of Address, 112 Market Street, Sun Prairie, W! 53590 


Are you an on-line user also? Enter user ID¥ here. HOOPAD 


With a new coach and a new attitude, the *99 Bears restored pride in the organization, introduced an innovative new 
offense and even beat the rival Packers. The 2000 season promises to be even more exciting, and you can be there for all the 
action by subscribing to BEAR REPORT! Our comprehensive team coverage will bring you the latest news and features from 
Halas Hall throughout the offseason, at training camp in Platteville, and at every game so you won’t miss a thing. 

For just $39.95, you get 26 action-packed issues of BEAR REPORT that will take you inside the huddle, on the sideline, 
in the locker room, and behind the scenes. You'll get a two-page full color player poster in each issue plus inside news, game 
coverage, top columnists, features on current and former players, rosters, statistics, game previews, action photos and much, 
much more. Act now, that’s 26 issues for $39.95 or 52 issues for only $59.95. 


FOR FASTER AND MORE EFFICIENT DELIVERY ADD ON AN 
ADDITIONAL $30 FOR FIRST CLASS DELIVERY! 


Mail to: BEAR REPORT 112 Market Street Sun Prairie, WI 53590 


26 issues for $39.95 52 issues for $59.95 []New [Renewal 
Foreign Subscribers $54.95 $30 Additional First Class Each Year 


Name please print dearly 


Gy Site t 


Payment Form (circle one) Check Money Order VISA MasterCard Discover Card 


Cord Number : : Expiration Date 


To Subscribe Call 800-728-6501 
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Jauron: Bears bette 


Despite record, claims team improved over 1999 
BOB LeGERE EE 


With a 1-6 record, the third-worst in the 
NEL, heading into Philadelphia, the Bears 
needed to go 6-3 in their remaining games to 
improve upon last season's 6-10 record. 

But head coach Dick Jauron still believes 
that this team is better than last year's. 

“The team is better,” Jauron said after the 
28-16 loss to the Vikings, the Bears’ 10th in their 
last 12 games, “The team is what] thought they 
would be. The team is better than we were a 
year ago. We're faster, we have more pieces of 
the puzzle than we've had in the past. 

“I feel we are a better football team and 
were learning how to win, but we're just not 
learning fast enough for everybody's: benefit. 


We've got to fight and find ways to win games, 
and the guys are learning how to do that in the 
NEL. Unfortunately when you go through 
something like this, you question everything. 
But I do believe we are a better team, most cer- 
tainly on paper.” 

Not statistically, though. The Bears rank as 
low or lower in most key categories than they 
did last season. Overall, the offense is much 
worse by the numbers than it was at the end of 
last season. The defense, which was 
to benefit greatly from the $46.5 million the 
team spent on free agents Phillip Daniels and 
Thomas Smith, ranks about the same as the 
group that finished last season ranked 29th in 
yards allowed last year. The Bears are 28th in 
that category this year. 

The Bears are worse off this season than last 
in the all-important turnover department. 
They have lost the ball 14 times, eight times on 
Cade McNown interceptions and six times on 
fumbles, three of them by McNown. 
Meanwhile the defense has forced just seven 
turnovers by their opponents, leaving the 
Bears with a minus-7 tumover differential, tied 
for 24th in the league. 

Offensively the Bears are much better in 
average gain per rushing play because of 
McNowr's impressive 6.9-yard average on 46 
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carries, but their percentage of sacks and inter- 
ceptions allowed are way up over last season. 
While the defense has improved slightly in 
several areas, they have dropped from a tie for 
20th toa tie for 25th in points allowed, the most 
important category. 

Still Jauron insists he has animproved team, 
even if he realizes there isn't much evidence to 
back him up. 

“As I said, on paper (we're better), and 
paper doesn't win a lot of games,” Jauron said. 
“But the results for the (whole) season are not 
in yet. Certainly to date it hasn't shown up in 
the win-loss column. I also said in my opinion, 
it's my opinion.” 

Jauron is also convinced that continued 
hard work will prove his contention and pro- 
vide tangible evidence of improvement. 

“Until we win it all just sounds like plati- 
tudes,” he said. “We can just go back to work, 
redouble our efforts and try to find the answers 
to our problems and our inconsistencies and 
go from there. But until you win it consistently 
sounds hollow, and I wish I had more. I told 
the team I don't have anything but commit- 
ment and hard work and we'll go from there 


~ and try to work our way out of this thing. 


“If you have a plan, believe in a plan and 
think you're headed in the right direction, in 
spite of what you're going through, it makes it 
easier (to stick with it. 

“t's still difficult, though. Its clearly a diffi- 
cult thing to go through for everybody. So it 
does make it hard. Ijust think in terms of per- 
sonnel and where I believe we are going to be, 
were a better team. I think we have a much 
better chance.” 


Bob LeGere covers the Bears for the Daily 
Herald. 


BY THE NUMBERS 


How the 2000 Sat oO 
Bears compare 

to their 1999 

counterparts. in 

the rankings: 

Category 1999 2000 diff. 
Offense 

Total yds./g 8 38. 
Rushing yds./g % 1 +0 
Avg. gain/r B 4 419 
Passing yds./g 3-0 Az 
Avg. gain/p pe 4 
Pet. had int. uw 18 4 
Pot. sacks 6 22 “16 
Istdowns/g 12) 25 -16 
3rd down eff. Tt 29 -16 
4th down eff. 18 35) F 
Punt ret. ave: ie 
KO Return avg. 2 8 Ss 
Gross punt avg. Ze 0) 
Net punt avg. nm 6 
Points per game 2t- 2 
FG percentage at 28 © ai 
Defense 

Opp. Yards/g 29°28) Hh 
Opp. rash yds./g 2B 2 6 
Avg, gain/r 23 mh ot 
Opp. pass yds./g 2) 1S 410) 
Avg. gain/pass Bie 260 
Pet interceptedby | 26 25 +1 
QB sack % 2B 1S ts 
Opp ist downs/¢ ZN ae Eos 
3rd down eff. 20 - 
4th down eff. 1, 20» 19 
Opp. punt ret. avg. 8 16 
Opp. KO ret. avg. 1 1B lz, 
Opp. gross puntavg. 1 6 re} 
Opp. net puntavg. 1 5 a 
Opp. points/game 20 25t 5 
Opp. FG percentage 6 2 +4 


“| feel we are a better football team 
and we’re learning how to win, but 
we’re just not learning fast enough 
for everybody’s benefit.” 

Bears head coach Dick Jauron 


THE BEARS-PACKERS 


SHOWDOWN RADIO SHOW 
Insanity, hilarity, stupidity...and terrific 
coverage of the NFL's greatest rivalry! 


WJOK 
WxXCO 
KJOC 

WKRS 


Green Bay/Appleton 
Wausau 

Quad Cities, [A/IL 

Waukegan/Chicago 


1050 AM 
1230 AM 
1170 AM 
1220 AM 


Friday, 4 PM 
Sunday, 6 AM 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 
Thursday, 6 PM 


Now heard 24/7 at http://nternetFM.com 
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Bears in heap of trouble 


Thave been a Bears fan since the days of Sid 
Luckman and Bulldog Turner and have expe- 
rienced many up years and down years. Then 
we have the 2000 season, which’ can be 
described in one word: pathetic. 

Itis difficult to understand the logic/ philos- 
ophy of the current and last head coaches. 
They said they were playing for the future, Le. 
playing Curtis Enis and Cade McNown. Well, 
if they are the future, the Bears are in a heap of 
trouble, 

McNown only seems to create confidence, 
inspiration and leadership in himself, not the 
team. A recent letter to the “Viewpoint” stated 
that McNown cannot do it alone. It seems to 
me he cannot do it,at all. Could it be we have 
the future standing on the sidelines? Why not 
see if the future is Jim Miller or Shane 
Matthews? It is impossible to get any worse. 


Bill Purcell 
Sacramento, California 


An unsettling influence 


Is Cade McNown the quarterback of the 
future? At present, he shows little improve- 
ment. He cannot read defenses, cannot master 
the fundamental of setting his feet, cannot set- 
tle down, overthrows receivers, and throws the 
ball into the ground on crucial third down 
plays. He is an unsettling influence at a posi- 
tion that requires a cool head. 

Jim Miller has a faster release and can read 
defenses much better: I read in your report that 
the Bears, as a young team, need to gain confi- 


Fan Foto {ca 


Sydney Taylor Frederick, 12 months, 


of Springboro, Ohio, gets ready to 
enjoy gameday with her dad Darin. 


P.O. BOX 4205, ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60006 


WE WANT YOUR OPINIONS! 


What's the primary reason the Bears have started the 
season so poorly? What two changes need to be made to 
salvage something? How many games will the Bears win? 

- We want to know what you think about the Bears! We 
welcome letters of 200 words or less on all matters involving 
the Monsters of the Midway. Letters are subject to editing 
and must include your full name and hometown. 

Send ail letters to the above address or reach us via e- 


mail at: BearReport@aol.com. 


dence. Does confidence come about through 
winning or losing? Miller should be starting 
and McNown should be sitting. 


RD. Lovelace 
Bradenton, Florida 


Miller should be playing 


Thave been a Bear fan since 1969 and have 
watched them struggle for many of those 
years. For most of those years there was usual- 
ly someone on the team that still made them 
fun to watch like Walter Payton, or this year 
Brian Urlacher and Marcus Robinson. 

Whats sad, though, is this year we could 
have had so much more. Cade McNown could 
be working on his accuracy in practice with 
these new young receivers who will be his 
starters of the future, rather than playing 
“bounce or fly” with wide open receivers at 
key points in the game. Jim Miller could be on 
the field making the quick reads and accurate 
passes he's presently capable of. 

Don't get me wrong; I do believe that Cade 
has the potential to be a great quarterback in 
the future but as Dick Jauron said, this team as 
a whole is better than last year. It's just sad that 
the coach is willing to throw this year away 
when a consistent, experienced quarterback 
could have taken the Bears back to the playoffs. 


Bruce Handtke 
Onalaskd, Wisconsin 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


PRIVATE 


20 word minimum charge, 
sal word, 65 cents per word. 
20 word minimum charge, 
1 word, 75 cents per word. 
§: Bold type headline, $5.00 
nal, All other bold type, 50 cents per word 


MERCIAL: 


PHONE ORDERS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTE! 
PAYM 
ACCOMPANY ORDER 


All ads pertaining to the sale of items, 
services offered or representing a busi- 
ness must run as a paid classified 
advertisement. 

MAIL TO: 


BEAR REPORT CLASSIFIED ADS 
112 MARKET STREET 
SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590 


Hicks a good backfield fit 


By now, the Bears should know that Curtis 
Enis is not the answer at running back and 
James Allen is merely a change of pace or third 
down specialist. I hope the Bears will trade for 
Skip Hicks of the Redskins. He is a young, big 
back with a combination of speed and power 
and with good receiving skills. 

A ground game would give the Bears 
another option offensively and keep them 
from drafting another running back in the first 
round next year. 

As for the coaching, changes need to be 
made at season's end. Offensively, we need bal- 
ance to be more productive. Defensively, we 
need to be more aggressive rather than “bend- 
but-don't-break.” 

I think Dick Jauron is a quality head coach, 
but he needs more quality assistants around 


¢ America’s Dairyfand © 


him-namely the offensive and defensive coor- 
dinators. 


William McLendon 
Elberton, Georgia 


Offense going nowhere 


What in the world is going on with the 
Bears' offense? Blame Curtis Enis? Cade 
McNown? How about the Barmum and Bailey 
rank Crowton game plan. That gets my vote. 

300-pound Warren Sapp can motor out in the 
fet Ci defi exis Ck Coote. pried 
screens, you or I could. The rest of the league is 
onto this nonsense and it's going nowhere fast. 

I never thought I'd be saying this, but old 
Dave Wannstedt doesn't look so bad now. At 
least he's 5-1 at last check. How's he doing it? 
Playing strong defense, running the ball as 
much as he can, and throwing when he needs 
to, I think the Bears used to do that. 


Rob New 
Middletown, Ohio 
Trivia Trove answer 
Steve McMichael holds the 
record for the most games 
played in Bearshistory with 191 
from 1981-98. 

(From page 15) 
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WANTED: Portraits, posters. and all 
other memorabilia featuring former Bear 
Jerry Muckensturm. 

Contact: Duane Billhartz.. 1826 N. 
Charles, Belleville, IL 62221, (618) 234- 
1536. 


WANTED: VHS tape-of Bears’ Super 
Bow! XX. victory over New England 
Patriots. Will pay for tape and postage. 
Contact: Mikela Seager, 911 7th 
Street, Brookings. SD 57007, e-mail 
address: seager@hotmail.com. 


WANT ADS" 


If there's a Bears item you've been searching long and hard for or if you just 
want to hook up with other Bears fans in your area, we can help. Your request or 
offer will be printed free of charge on a space-available basis. 

All ads must be mailed to: WANT ADS, Bear Report, P.O. Box 4205, Arlington 


All ads that pertain to the sale of items or merchandise, services offered, or rep- 
resenting a business establishment must run in the 


Ads section. 


WANTED; Nov. 8, 1999: isste of 
Sports Wlustrated with Walter Payton on 
the cover, and Nov. 13, 1999 Bear Report 
Walter Payton tribute issue. 

Contact: Scott Stetzler. 305 Mountain 
Road; Lenhartsville, PA 19534. 


WANTED: Two tickets 19. Bears- 
Tampa Bay game Nov, 19 at Soldier 
Field. 

Contact: Cathy Adams, 8371 Alaska 
Road, Réckford, IL 61108; (815) 332: 
2278, e-mail: alaskard @earthlink.net. 


ON FEBRUARY 3, 2001 


FOOTBALL WILL NEVER. 
BE THE SAME 


GET YOUR SEASON TICKETS NOW! 
CALL 1-866-XFL-GAME OR GO TO 


CHICAGO NY NU LAS VEGAS LOS ANGELES 
ENFORCERS HITMEN RAG QUTLAWS XTREME 


